Choriocarcinoma and gestational trophoblastic disease.
Gestational trophoblastic disease (GTD) encompasses a unique group of uncommon but interrelated conditions derived from placental trophoblasts. For the purposes of discussion GTD is the appropriate collective name for hydatidiform mole, whereas the term gestational trophoblastic neoplasia (GTN) is reserved for cases with persistent human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) titer elevation after evacuation of hydatidiform mole, metastatic disease, or choriocarcinoma. Although the pathology and clinical behavior of CM and PM are different, the initial management of both conditions is surgical evacuation by suction curettage, determination of the baseline, and follow-up with (hCG) titers. There are guidelines for risk-factor scoring and a staging system that classifies untreated patients into distinct prognostic categories so that treatment outcomes can be objectively compared. The rates of GTN and choriocarcinoma are decreasing and survival has dramatically improved.